93.   LETTER TO T. PRAKASAM
SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI,
July 20, 1928
MY DEAR PRAKASAM,
Your letter astounds me. Evidently your code of public
business and mine are as poles asunder. I have never known
the interpretation you put upon a personal guarantee given
by a public man in connection with a public transaction. What
I have seen in India and South Africa is quite different from
what you enunciate. Public men even when they have given
verbal assurances about bona fides of transactions have paid from
their own pockets when the transactions have turned out to be
not as expected by the assurers, on the strength of whose ex-
pectations investments were made by public corporations such
as the Spinners5 Association. Only the other day a man paid
nearly Rs. 21,000 out of his own pocket and has nearly ruined
his own pecuniary prospects, because the moneys were entrusted
to his care on the strength not merely of his honesty but a belief
in his capacity for judgement. No extensive public business would
be possible, in my opinion, upon the terms that you suggest
should guide public men and their dealings.
In view of this fundamental difference, the questions of
fact that you raise need not be discussed. If I could possibly
bring you round to my view of public dealings and public honesty,
I would gladly go into the facts you suggest, and, if any injustice
has been done on that score, ample redress will be given to you*
I am sorry for the shape that the correspondence between you and
me has taken over the transaction.
I suppose in fairness I must tell you that Sjt. Shankerlal
Banker told me only the other day that the guarantee signed
by you was , . ,!
From a microfilm: S.N. 14453
1 The source is incomplete. Replying to this in his letter dated July
25, Prakasam wrote: "I quite agree that our experiences and course of public
business and public honesty are in this matter 'as poles asunder', I have
known so many cases in which such clauses of personal guarantee have been
inserted in the documents to serve merely as penal clauses of threat to keep
parties on good behaviour, without any intention of enforcing them. ... I am
talking only as ^n ordinary mortal 2^4 I h^ve no claim to place myself